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The focus that envelops the essays within this book is the redirection of psychology to a 
human science psychology. The occasion for declaration of this focus is the celebration of the 
contributions of Amedeo P. Giorgi to the discipline of psychology. These contributions have 
been at the forefront of psychology’s human science redirection. 

 
The "spirit" of human science redirection unifies the diversity of the essays. Within the 

diversity, there are natural clusterings that give structure to the book. These clusters constitute 
Parts of the book, which are four in number. They are: Part I, history of human science and 
biography of Amedeo Giorgi; Part II, psychotherapy; Part III, themes; and Part IV, philosophical 
connections.  
 
Part I 
 

In this Part, the opening essay by Christopher M. Aanstoos presents to the reader the 
progressive emergence of the historical and holistic antecedents of human science psychology. 
Aanstoos’ essay describes three waves of the human science sensibility; (1) the classical period 
of Greek thought within which intimations of human science first become expressed, (2) the 
Renaissance whose retrievals of original texts of the classical period in effect facilitated a new era 
of philosophical thought in which the individual moves front-center for attention; and (3) the 
contemporary situation that has had its definition with the human science psychology and its 
holistic program for psychology promoted by Ludwig Binswanger, Medard Boss, J. H. van den 
Berg and R. D. Laing in Europe, and by Carl Rogers, Abraham Maslow, Rollo May, and Amedeo 
Giorgi in the Western hemisphere. 

 
The second essay of Part I picks up on Giorgi’s name from this history. David L. Smith, 

C.S.Sp., outlines the earlier and formative years of Amedeo Giorgi’s biography and his first 
major academic commitments that were at Duquesne University. Smith’s documentation is 
thorough.  One can appreciate how these twenty-four years of Giorgi’s life naturally segue into 
the additional, significant years of his academic profession and research at l’Université du 
Québec à Montréal and at Saybrook University. 
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Part I 
 

Part II highlights human science contributions to psychotherapy. In her essay on the 
application of the descriptive phenomenological research method to the field of clinical research, 
Barbro M. Giorgi, the late and lamented wife of Amedeo, points to the disparity between the 
empirical research on psychotherapy and the experiences of psychotherapists. She suggests that 
the chasm of this disparity, “can be bridged by phenomenological research strategies that are 
experientially congruent and based upon the discovery of lived meanings derived from the 
concrete descriptions of the participants, whether therapists or clients”. Barbro M. Giorgi’s 
arguments, backed by her investigation’s findings, are apposite to the controversy issuing from 
evidence-based research and its ascendancy in clinical research. 

 
The second essay in this psychotherapy Part of the book is by Mufid James Hannush. In his 

essay, Hannush presents his application of “an existential-dialectical-phenomenological (EDP) 
method toward understanding two so-called case histories, which in reality are self-analyses, in 
the works of Rollo May”. Hannush’s essay, a report of self-analysis done by a master human 
science psychotherapist, is interesting to study. Hannush, furthermore, underlines how May’s 
descriptions of "a pivotal passage" is anticipatory of his later contributions to existential-
humanistic psychology. 

 
Bertha Mook in her essay offers a “hermeneutic phenomenological foundation for 

psychotherapy as a human science”. Mook’s contribution is a response to the current situation in 
which psychotherapy either is founded on the natural science paradigm or follows social 
constructionism. Mook critiques this situation and she addresses the relationship between 
hermeneutic phenomenology and psychotherapy in general. In connection with the Continental 
Philosophy tradition, she makes specific references to Hans-Georg Gadamer’s concepts of play 
and to Paul Ricoeur’s theory of narrative structure as they relate to correlative parts of 
psychotherapy. 

 
Les Todres’ essay explores, “how caring practices in applied disciplines such as 

psychotherapy or nursing benefit from a research approach that "goes back to the things 
themselves". It [particularly emphasizes] the importance of embodied knowing in both research 
and practice”. Embodiment, embodied subjectivity, is a priority theme of phenomenological and 
existential psychotherapy and research. Todres argues well that, “phenomenologically-derived 
qualitative research findings can facilitate "embodied relational understanding" and judgment-
based care by focusing more attention on the ways in which we express and disseminate our 
findings, and also by focusing more attention on the potential educative role that such findings 
may play in supporting the holistic development of the person of the practitioner engaged in 
caring practices". 

 
The fifth essay of this psychotherapy Part of the book is by Larry Davidson. In his essay, 

Davidson reviews and critiques the position that psychology assumes “the existence of the 
natural world” and that it should “remain in this way transcendentally naïve”. Davidson argues 
that “for psychology to be grounded in phenomenology it must constitute a return to naïve 
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positivity from the transcendental rather than stop short of taking the transcendental turn”.  In his 
spotlighting of Edmund Husserl’s presentation of the "transcendental reduction", Davidson 
affirms a depth dimension to Husserl’s transcendental phenomenology that has been obscured by 
the larger profile of Martin Heidegger’s existential phenomenology in the human science world. 
Davidson underlines the efficacy of Husserl’s transcendental turn in the treatment of psychosis. 
Davidson's essay straddles the world of psychotherapy and the world of transcendental 
phenomenology with naturalness and with achievement. 
 
Part III 
 

In this Part of the book, the essayists address issues, topics, or perspectives of mainstream 
and human science psychology. They are all together called "themes". There are five essays here. 

 
Marc Applebaum is the first contributor presented here. His themes are "scientism" and 

"relativism" and the relationship of Giorgi’s work to them. Applebaum lays out the map of the 
phenomenological tradition broadly as twofoldly characterizable; that of “descriptive or 
Husserlian perspectives” and that of “the interpretive (hermeneutic) perspectives articulated by 
Heidegger, Gadamer, and Ricoeur”. He alludes to the significance of the tension between these 
two perspectives that constitute the phenomenological tradition. Against the background of this 
tradition and its tension, Applebaum in his essay seeks, “to situate Giorgi’s body of work vis-à-
vis hermeneutic approaches in order to highlight the uniqueness of his contribution to the field”.  
Giorgi’s work, Applebaum says, is the alternative to the scientism of psychology conceived as 
positive science and to the relativism implicit in many of the research approaches based upon 
hermeneutic or postmodernist philosophy. 

 
Magnus Englander’s themes in his essay are subjectivity and memory and their optimal 

accessibility through Giorgi’s qualitative method. Englander points out the continuing failure of 
natural scientific psychology to address the issue of subjectivity in a meaningful way. Referring 
to the phenomenon of memory, Englander highlights “the notion of subjectivity in Giorgi’s 
method as it applies to human science”. His concern is with, “the overall phenomenological 
dialogue on the intricate relationship between the phenomena of the body, memory, and self”.  
The connections are well-made. 

 
Truth is the theme of Steen Halling’s essay, the third one. Halling declares that, “the truths 

that researchers search for are elusive and can be spoken of in a multitude of ways. Truths in 
human life are elusive not because they are abstract or unreal but because they transcend us even 
as they touch us deeply”. Embodied truths with reference to instances of qualitative research 
along with everyday life examples are at the core of Halling’s quite worthwhile essay. 

In his essay, Bernd Jager redirects the attention of psychology to the being of homo habitans 
that inheres in and is fulfilled in a human and divine cosmos, away from the human being as 
merely homo sapiens, who inhabits only a natural and material universe. This is his theme. Jager 
says, “a psychology that draws its inspiration from festive encounters and that allies itself with 
the arts and the humanities will be able to fully explore a human and divine cosmos and thereby 
evoke the festive appearance of homo habitans”. The sui generis style of Jager’s essay is itself 
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expressive of the relatedness and cogency of the arts and humanities to human science 
psychology. 

 
In the fifth essay of this Part of the book, Akihiro Yoshida presents for the reader’s 

consideration a specific situation in the human science of education. He “explicates the implicit 
meanings of a Japanese master teacher’s practices of teaching literary works of art”. Specifically, 
Yoshida draws out the prominence of what he terms as the "Why-question" and the "What-
question" that are addressed to students for the behaviors and experiences of characters in novels. 
Yoshida, in addition, advances the parallel of the two types of questions to the Explanation and 
Understanding dimensions of knowledge that are so often discussed by human science 
psychologists and philosophers. The theme of Yoshida’s essay, therefore, is the reciprocal 
relevance of human science perspective and of the teaching of literary works of art to each other. 
The essay is one of sensitivity and subtlety. 
 
Part IV 
 

The five essays of the fourth Part of the book directly engage philosophers of the Continental 
tradition.  (In previous Parts, of course, essayists have made reference to these philosophers.)  
George Kunz' "philosopher of choice" from this tradition is Emmanuel Levinas, who was a 
student of Edmund Husserl.  In Kunz' essay, "it is proposed that Levinas' major distinctions 
between, for example, totality and infinity, need and desire, self-initiated/self-directed and 
invested freedom, and between the there is and the face, have significant and ethical relevance to 
mainstream psychology." Kunz makes reference to a communication from Giorgi to him that 
Levinas was a “philosopher of action” and not a challenge to Husserl, the "philosopher of 
experience"."  Kunz presents us an essay with the important perspectives of Levinas. 

 
 Richard Rojcewicz, a philosopher, in his essay takes on Jacques Derrida's criticism of the 
phenomenological theory of signs.  He presents a refutation of the critique.  However, success of 
the refutation, Rojcewicz points out, does not connote for phenomenology a return to ascendency 
in the realm of philosophy.  Rojcewicz interestingly considers the connection of this scene in 
philosophy to developments in the world of art.  Just as the school of Impressionist art, according 
to Rojcewicz, is one of the portents of phenomenology, so also is Pop Art a portent of 
deconstruction, the movement in philosophy for which Derrida was articulator.  Whether eliciting 
agreement from the reader or not, Rojcewicz' thoughts provoke serious consideration on 
relevancies to human science psychology. 
 
 James Morley's essay speaks to the procedure of Husserl's epoché whose characterization 
in phenomenological philosophy and psychology has been as "rigorous and disciplined."  Morley 
refers to, "current scholarship that restores Husserl's understanding of transcendental subjectivity 
as always an embodied subjectivity adhered to the lifeworld – not at all a transcendentalism. 
Furthermore the essay comments on how mundane versions of the epoché permeate everyday life 
and how the methodological epoché shares elements in common with contemplative meditation 
traditions across cultures."   
 



Thomas F. Cloonan 19 
 

Les Collectifs du Cirp 
Volume 1 (édition spéciale), pp. 13-17. 
© 2010 – Cirp (Cercle interdisciplinaire de recherches phénoménologiques) 
ISBN 978-0-9866654-1-7 
 

 Frederick J. Wertz' essay is, "a review of Husserl's ideas about free imaginative variation 
and the intuition of essences as they developed throughout his career . . .  Examination is made of 
how Husserl used his method to determine the essences of 'psychological phenomena,' and of the 
demands his insights into the essence of the subject matter of psychology make on the discipline.  
There is attention to Husserl’s directives for the sciences, especially psychology, about their use 
of the phenomenological method."  Wertz considers the nature and use of eidetic intuition in the, 
"light of post-modern critiques of essentialism and of skepticism concerning 'essences.'  Finally, 
the implications of these clarifications of the method of eidetic intuition for our understanding of 
phenomenological psychological research are spelled out."  Wertz' essay on these central themes 
of Husserl's philosophy is scholarly and important.  It is, in effect, a resource article for 
phenomenological psychologist researchers. 
 
 In his essay, Thomas F. Cloonan contends that, "artistic experiences and aesthetic 
experiences may instigate changes in the psychological character of existence by way of 
ontological re-structurings of the person."  Cloonan's conclusion comes from the study of 
Maurice Merleau-Ponty's writings on art and his last work posthumously published, The Visible 
and the invisible (1964/1968).  He makes references to Giorgi's research on the psychology of 
imagination.  Mainstream psychology of art conceptualizations and vocabulary are inadequate to 
the appreciation of the fundamental contributions of Merleau-Ponty to a psychology of art that 
expresses itself in terms of flesh and the visible and invisible.  Cloonan's essay is an attempt to 
bridge the gap – however quixotic that task may seem to be.  
 
The unity of the essays with their distribution into the four Parts above lays in their redirection of 
psychology to psychology as a human science.  It is fitting that the concern for honoring the 
contributions of Amedeo P. Giorgi occasions the essays' publication. Giorgi is expounder par 
excellence of the phenomenological psychology portion of the human science of psychology.  All 
the contributors are academic and practitioner advocates of human science. The influence of 
Amedeo Giorgi is present at least implicitly, when not explicitly, in their work. 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                          


